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MINOR PROPHETS, MAJOR PROBLEMS - WEEK 3

The Downfall of Decency
Obadiah and the danger of losing compassion

Decency is treating people like people - even when you
don't like them.

MESSAGE OVERVIEW
Social media can make cruelty feel normal. We watch people mock tragedy, celebrate failure, and treat
pain like entertainment. Obadiah shows that this problem is not new. Edom watched its relative Judah
suffer, celebrated the destruction, and eventually joined in. The message asks one main question: What
happens inside us when we stop caring about other people?

THE THREE QUESTIONS
● How does compassion begin to disappear?
● What does losing compassion turn us into?
● What if the person actually hurt me?

KEY TAKEAWAYS
● Pride creates distance, and distance can make someone else's pain stop mattering.
● A hardened heart slowly loses sensitivity to what should bother it.
● God calls us to hold justice and compassion together.
● We can tell the truth, set boundaries, and allow consequences without chasing revenge.
● Other people's wrongs do not get to decide who we become.

CORE SCRIPTURES
Obadiah 1:3, 10-14 | Ephesians 4:18-19 | Zechariah 7:9 | Romans 12:19, 21
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THE STORY BEHIND OBADIAH

One Family. Two Nations. Generations of
Conflict.
Judah came through Jacob's family line. Edom came through Esau's family line. Jacob and Esau
personally reconciled, but their descendants became neighboring nations with centuries of conflict over
land, political control, conquest, and independence.

JUDAH / JACOB
God's covenant people living around Jerusalem.
Babylon invaded Judah and destroyed Jerusalem
and the temple.

EDOM / ESAU
A neighboring related nation. Edom had real
history with Judah, but that history did not excuse
cruelty.

WHAT EDOM DID

OBADIAH 1:10-11

Because of the violence against your brother Jacob, you will be
covered with shame... On the day you stood aloof... you were like
one of them.

● They watched while Babylon attacked Jerusalem.
● They gloated and celebrated Judah's destruction.
● They entered the ruined city and looted what remained.
● They waited along escape routes, cut down some fugitives, and handed other survivors over.

THEY WATCHED. THEY CELEBRATED. THEY JOINED IN.

WHY GOD CALLED JUDAH 'YOUR BROTHER'
God kept reminding Edom that the people suffering were not just an enemy or a label. They were human
beings with shared history and family connection. Edom's anger may have had a history, but it did not
justify enjoying destruction.
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QUESTION 1

How Does Compassion Begin to Disappear?
OBADIAH 1:3

The pride of your heart has deceived you, you who live in the clefts
of the rocks and make your home on the heights...

PRIDE CREATES DISTANCE
Edom's mountain strongholds made them feel secure, superior, and above correction. Pride told them
that Judah deserved its suffering and that Judah's problems were not their problem.

● Pride says, 'I am better than them.'
● Pride reduces a person to the worst thing they did.
● Pride changes what we see: not a person, but an enemy.
● Distance makes it easier to enjoy pain we would normally recognize as tragic.

Compassion begins to disappear when pride creates
enough distance for someone else's pain to stop
mattering.

A REAL-LIFE HEART CHECK
Pastor Mikey shared how he briefly felt satisfaction when someone who had hurt him years earlier
experienced a painful life event. That reaction exposed pride: 'My life is better. I won.' The moment
showed how easily old pain can turn into enjoyment of someone else's downfall.

EDOM SAW
An enemy. A rival. A nation that deserved what
happened.

GOD SAW
People. Family. Human beings whose pain still
mattered.
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QUESTION 2

What Does Losing Compassion Turn Us Into?
Losing compassion does not leave us neutral. It hardens us.

EPHESIANS 4:18-19

They are darkened in their understanding... because of the
hardening of their hearts. Having lost all sensitivity...

A HARD HEART LOSES ITS SENSITIVITY
● Suffering becomes easier to ignore.
● Humiliation becomes entertaining.
● Cruelty becomes easier to excuse.
● Joining in begins to feel justified.
● Our hearts stop reacting to what should bother us.

Hard hearts eventually stop feeling what should bother
them.

WHY THIS IS SPIRITUALLY DANGEROUS
A hardened heart does more than damage relationships. It darkens how we understand people,
ourselves, and God. We lose the sensitivity that helps us love, empathize, repent, and respond to the
Holy Spirit.

PERSONAL CHECK
● Whose pain have I stopped caring about?
● Do I celebrate when someone I dislike fails?
● Have I allowed a label to replace someone's humanity?
● Is bitterness changing what should still bother me?
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QUESTION 3

What If They Actually Hurt Me?
Compassion does not mean becoming a pushover, pretending nothing happened, or protecting someone
from the consequences of their choices.

ZECHARIAH 7:9

Administer true justice; show mercy and compassion to one
another.

JUSTICE AND COMPASSION BELONG TOGETHER.

JUSTICE
Tells the truth. Protects people. Sets boundaries.
Allows accountability and real consequences.

COMPASSION
Refuses to dehumanize, humiliate, celebrate
destruction, or turn pain into personal revenge.

WHAT THIS LOOKS LIKE IN REAL LIFE
● Tell the truth about what happened.
● Protect yourself and get help when necessary.
● Set healthy boundaries.
● Allow real consequences and accountability.
● Refuse to chase revenge.

ROMANS 12:19, 21

Do not take revenge... 'It is mine to avenge; I will repay,' says the
Lord... Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

THE DIFFERENCE
Justice wants accountability. Compassion does not want destruction. We can hold someone accountable
without hoping their entire life falls apart.
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REVIEW + DISCUSSION

Remember It. Talk About It. Live It.
FLASHCARDS

What is decency?

Treating people like people - even when you do not
like them.

What was Edom's progression?

They watched, celebrated, looted, and joined in
Judah's suffering.

How does compassion begin to disappear?

Pride creates distance until someone else's pain
stops mattering.

What does a hard heart lose?

Sensitivity to what should bother it.

How do justice and compassion work
together?

Justice seeks accountability; compassion refuses
destruction and revenge.

Who has the final right to vengeance?

God. We pursue what is right without letting evil
reshape us.

STUDENT / SMALL-GROUP QUESTIONS
● Why is it easier to celebrate the pain of someone we have labeled an enemy?
● Where is the line between wanting accountability and wanting revenge?
● Which practical response - truth, help, boundaries, consequences, or releasing revenge - is hardest for

you?
● Is there anyone whose actions are beginning to harden your heart?

LEADER + PARENT FOLLOW-UP
● Ask: 'Is there a person or situation making you feel angry, unsafe, or consumed by revenge?'
● Listen without forcing immediate reconciliation. Help the student identify safe boundaries and trusted

support.
● If abuse, threats, or danger are disclosed, involve appropriate trusted adults and follow safeguarding

procedures.
● Pray for courage to tell the truth and for a heart that stays sensitive without becoming passive.

Do not let what they did become the downfall of your
decency.

PRAYER
Jesus, forgive me for the ways pride and pain have hardened my heart. Holy Spirit, keep me sensitive to
what matters. Give me courage to tell the truth, wisdom to set boundaries, and strength to leave
revenge in Your hands. Do not let someone else's wrong change who You are shaping me to become.
Amen.



