MINOR PROPHETS, MAJOR PROBLEMS / WEEK 2

COMFORT
KILLS

When the presence of God becomes familiar,
we can become casual with what is sacred.

MAIN TEXT

MALACHI 1:2-10 « MALACHI 3:7

STUDENT MESSAGE GUIDE » PASTOR MIKEY



START HERE

THE MESSAGE IN ONE SENTENCE

BIG IDEA

Comfort does not always make us walk away from God. Sometimes it simply makes us casual with
Him—and casual faith eventually starts giving God whatever is left.

THE STORY BEHIND THE TITLE

Pastor Mikey traveled to a music conference and spent the week hearing world-class musicians. By the
time his musical hero, Steven Mead, performed, something incredible had started to feel normal. Mikey
fell asleep in the front row—not because the musician stopped being amazing, but because amazing had
become familiar.

THE CONNECTION

God has not become less powerful, loving, or worthy. But when church, worship, Scripture, and prayer
become familiar, we can stop responding to Him with wonder.

WHERE MALACHI FITS

Babylon is coming. Judah will The exiles return and rebuild The temple is open, but worship
face judgment. God's temple. has become routine.

The people were home. The temple had been rebuilt. Sacrifices were happening. From the outside,
everything looked right. But their hearts were no longer in it. Malachi becomes the messenger in a
back-and-forth conversation between God and His people.
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MESSAGE NOTES

1. COMFORT CAN MAKE US CARELESS

The Israelites did not completely abandon worship. They still showed up. That was the problem: their
bodies were present, but their devotion was missing.

KEY SCRIPTURE ¢ MALACHI 1:2
"l have loved you," says the Lord. But you ask, "How have you loved us?"

They had generations of evidence that God was faithful, yet disappointment made them question His
love. Life after exile was still hard. The new temple did not look as impressive as the old one. Persia still
ruled over them. God's promises felt slower than they expected.

When God did not move according to their schedule, worship slipped down their priority list.

WHAT FAMILIARITY CAN DO

SACRED FEELS ORDINARY OBEDIENCE FEELS OPTIONAL

Worship becomes another event on the weekly We obey when it is convenient or when conviction
schedule. feels strong.

SACRIFICE FEELS UNNECESSARY GOD FEELS LIKE AN ADD-ON

The commitment we made during a spiritual high We still believe, but He becomes one more part of
slowly disappears. an already full life.

LINE TO REMEMBER

Comfort does not always make us leave God. Sometimes it just makes us
casual with Him.

CHECK YOURSELF

1. Have church and worship become meaningful rhythms—or boxes you check?

2. What commitment to God felt important a few weeks ago but already feels optional?
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MESSAGE NOTES

2. LEFTOVERS REVEAL OUR PRIORITIES

KEY SCRIPTURE ¢ MALACHI 1:7-8

"You offer blind animals for sacrifice—is that not wrong? When you sacrifice lame or diseased animals—is
that not wrong?"

Israel gave God animals they did not want: the damaged, weak, or useless ones. They kept the best and
placed the leftovers on the altar. The sacrifice still happened, but it no longer communicated honor.

We are not bringing animals to an altar today, but we can still give God leftovers:
. Attention after every notification has been answered.

. Obedience only when it does not interfere with what we already want.

. Worship only when the song, speaker, or moment makes us feel something.

. Plans we ask God to approve after we have already made the decision.

IMPORTANT

God is not needy, and He is not trying to steal your schedule. He is after what your schedule reveals about
your heart.

GRACE BEFORE EFFORT

Giving God your best does not purchase His love. You cannot earn what Jesus has already offered. Our
choices are a response to His love—not a payment for it.

LINE TO REMEMBER

Cost does not earn God's love. Cost reveals what we value.

A BETTER QUESTION

Instead of only asking, “How much time did | give God?” ask: Did | intentionally give Him my attention,
trust, and obedience—or did He receive whatever remained?
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MESSAGE NOTES

3. GOD WANTS HONEST WORSHIP

KEY SCRIPTURE ¢ MALACHI 1:10
"Oh, that one of you would shut the temple doors, so that you would not light useless fires on my altar!"

That sounds severe, but God's point is clear: He would rather stop empty worship than let His people
believe empty worship is enough. Pretending keeps us from recognizing that anything needs to change.

Following Jesus is not about acting spiritual enough to impress people. It is about being honest with God
about where you actually are.

DAVID'S DECISION ¢ 2 SAMUEL 24:24
"l will not sacrifice to the Lord my God burnt offerings that cost me nothing."

Sacrifice makes our priorities visible. For a high school student, sacrifice might look like putting down the
phone for fifteen focused minutes, walking away from a relationship that keeps pulling you backward,
changing a private habit, or obeying God before you feel ready.

4. CORRECTION IS AN INVITATION

KEY SCRIPTURE ¢ MALACHI 3:7
"Return to me, and | will return to you," says the Lord Almighty.

God's correction was not rejection. Even after Israel argued, blamed, and refused to recognize its
condition, God still offered a way back. Conviction does not mean you are hopeless. It means God loves
you enough to show you where freedom is.

DO NOT MISS THIS

The answer to casual faith is not pretending harder. It is returning honestly.

KEEP READING * MALACHI 3:16-18

Malachi later describes people who listened, honored God, and became His “treasured possession.” God
does not merely tolerate people who return. He claims them as His own.
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PERSONAL RESPONSE

DON'T JUST HEAR IT. NAME IT.

You do not need a dramatic promise. You need an honest next step. Take a few minutes and answer
these without giving the church answer.

1. Where has following Jesus become routine instead of relational?

2. What currently gets the first and best of your attention? What does that reveal?

3. What is one “leftover” you have been giving God—your time, attention, trust, worship, obedience, or
plans?

4. What would giving God your best look like this week—not someday?

MY ONE MOVE
This week, before | , | will give God

A SIMPLE PRAYER

God, show me where | have become casual with You. Forgive me for giving You what is left instead of
trusting You with my first and best. | do not want to pretend. | want to return. Help me honor the love
You have already given me and choose one faithful next step. Amen.
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DISCUSSION GUIDE

FOR SMALL GROUPS + LEADERS

Use what helps. Do not rush every question. The goal is honest conversation and a clear next step—not
getting through a list.

WARM-UP

1.
2.

What is something you used to think was amazing but now feels completely normal?

Why do you think people stop appreciating things once they become familiar?

GO DEEPER

3.
4.

8.

Read Malachi 1:2. Why do you think Israel questioned God's love even after everything He had done?

What is the difference between having a consistent spiritual routine and becoming spiritually careless?

. Which is more dangerous: openly walking away from God or staying around church while becoming

casual with Him? Why?

. Read Malachi 1:7-8. If our time, attention, and obedience are modern sacrifices, what might a ‘blemished

offering’ look like for a teenager?

. When can ‘give God your best’ accidentally become works-based? How does remembering God's grace

change the motivation?

Why might honest doubt or struggle be healthier than pretending everything is good?

MAKE IT PRACTICAL

9.

What competes most aggressively for your first attention each day?

10. What is one realistic change you can make this week? How can this group help you follow through?

LEADER NOTE

Do not pressure students into dramatic promises. Help each person identify one specific, measurable act of
attention or obedience. End with Malachi 3:7 and emphasize that God's invitation is to return, not to
perform.
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AT HOME

QUESTIONS FOR PARENTS + STUDENTS

These are conversation starters, not a test. Pick two or three during a drive, meal, or quiet moment.
Parents: answer first when you can. Honesty creates safety.

1.

2
3
4.
5
6

~

What part of Pastor Mikey's story or message stuck with you most?

. Where do you think our family has healthy routines? Where can routines become mindless?

. What usually receives the best of our family's time and energy? Is that what we want?

When have you felt disappointed because God did not answer or move as quickly as you expected?

. What is the difference between making time for God and trying to earn His approval?

. What makes focused time with God difficult for you right now? Is there anything | can do to help without

controlling it?

. What is one way each of us can give God our first attention this week?
. Is there an area where you feel God inviting you to return rather than hide?

. How can we remind each other without creating guilt or becoming annoying?

TRY THIS FOR SEVEN DAYS

Choose one shared rhythm: pray for two minutes before leaving home, read a short passage after dinner, or
put phones away for ten minutes and talk about where you noticed God that day.

FOR THE PARENT

The goal is not to catch your student giving the wrong answer. Listen for what makes faith difficult in
their real life. Affirm honesty, share one place where you also struggle with spiritual autopilot, and help
them choose a step small enough to repeat.

BLESSING TO PRAY

Jesus, keep our family from treating Your presence as ordinary. Give us grateful hearts, honest faith, and
the courage to return whenever we drift. Help us give You our first and best because You first loved us.
Amen.
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STUDY CARDS

FLASHCARDS

Cover the answer side and try to explain each idea in your own words.

What is the big idea of Comfort Kills?

Comfort can make us casual with God, causing us
to give Him our leftovers.

What looked healthy from the outside?

The temple was open, priests were serving,
sacrifices were offered, and people attended.

What did Israel question in Malachi
1:2?

They questioned whether God had truly loved
them.

What are modern ‘leftovers’?

The attention, obedience, worship, or time we give
God only after everything else.

Why did God mention shutting the
temple doors?

He preferred no ritual to empty worship that
convinced people they were spiritually healthy.

What is God's invitation in Malachi
3:7?
Return to Me, and | will return to you.

FINAL REMINDER

Who was Malachi?

A prophet who carried God's message during a
dispute between God and post-exile Judah.

What was wrong beneath the surface?

Their worship continued, but their hearts and
honor were missing.

What did the blemished animals
represent?

Israel kept its best and gave God what was
damaged or unwanted.
Does sacrifice earn God's love?

No. Sacrifice reveals what we value and responds
to love God has already given.

What did David refuse to offer in 2
Samuel 24:24?

An offering that cost him nothing.

What is the answer to casual faith?

Not pretending harder—returning honestly and
choosing faithful next steps.

God's correction is not proof that He has abandoned you. His invitation remains: return.

READ IT FOR YOURSELF
Malachi 1:1-14  Malachi 3:7 ¢« Malachi 3:16-18 ¢ 2 Samuel 24:18-25
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